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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a First Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-10, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6-10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claims can not depend from any other multiple 
dependent claim. Claims 9 is further objected to as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only. See MPEP 
§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kramer 
etal. (US Patent 6,299,561 B1). 

As per claim 1, Kramer et al. discloses Device for Controlling Level of Gear 
Lubricant as a Function of Speed comprising: 

the gearbox arrangement (Figures 1 and 5) can be lubricated at least partially 
with lubricant (90) from a lubricant sump and has at least two gearbox sections (Figures 
2a, 2b and 5), wherein each gearbox section has a gearbox housing part (Figures 1 and 
5), wherein the gearbox housing parts of the two gearbox sections are adjacent to each 
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other and form a part of the lubricant sump (Figures 2a, 2b and 5), wherein, in 
particular in the normal operating mode, typically either one or the other gearbox section 
(Figures 2a, 2b and 5) can be operated, characterized in that between the two gearbox 
sections there are separating means (92), with which the two gearbox sections can be 
separated from each other at least partially, whereby lubricant (90) can be retained in 
the gearbox housing part, whose gearbox section is inactive or operated at a low rpm in 
the current operating state (Column 2, Lines 57-56 and Column 3, Lines 24-41, Figures 
2a, 2b, and 5). 

As per claim 2, Kramer et al. characterized in that the separating means (92) 
have a separating wall, which preferably does not extend up to the upper, inner wall of a 
gearbox housing part (Figures 2a, 2b and 5). 

As per claim 3, Kramer et al. characterized in that the separating wall extends 
from the base of the gearbox arrangement at least up to a height of a gearbox input 
shaft or gearbox output shaft arranged in one of the gearbox housing parts (92, Figures 
2a, 2b and 5). 

As per claim 4, Kramer et al. characterized in that the separating wall has 
sealing means, with which the separating wall can be sealed relative to the gearbox 
input shaft or gearbox output shaft, if the separating wall extends across the height of 
the gearbox input shaft or gearbox output shaft (separator walls do not extend across 
the height of the gearbox input shaft, Figure 5). 

As per claim 5, Kramer et al. characterized in that the separating means (92) 
can be sealed relative to a gearbox housing part with the help of additional sealing 
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means, which preferably have spring steel strips (make one piece with housing 86, 
Figures 2a, 2b, and 5). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The reference Matsufuji (US Patent 5,669,479) discloses Oil Supply System for 
Working Vehicle with similar structure. 

The reference Gee (US Patent 5,505,122) discloses Churning Loss Reduction 
Means for Gear Type Devices with similar features. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAN AUNG whose telephone number is (571)270-5792. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-to- Fri 7:30 am- to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on 571-272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



San M Aung 



/Robert A. Siconolfi/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3657 



